Collapsed tunnel cause for concern

The collapse of the Leadville Mine Drainage Tunnel has created a buildup of more than = COLORADO BT es
1 billion gallons of water with toxic levels of zinc and cadmium, according to the Lake County N C—
Board of County Commissioners. The sudden release of the water could create a flood resulting Denver
in loss of life in Leadville and pollution of the Arkansas River and parts of the river basin.-/ ol l.ead:ille N Limon
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Drainage tunnel

Almost half of the 11,299-foot tunnel
has water levels 188 feet above the
tunnel’s water-treatment plant,
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Sources: Environmental Protection Agency; Lake County Board of County Commissioners;
Lenntech; Jord Gertson, principal hydrolycist for SourceWater Consulting Thomas McKay and Andrew Lucas, The Denver Post



