
RIVER MANAGEMENT CHALLENGES: YOUR IDEAS

•	 How can we protect and restore free-flowing conditions and hydrologic function? 				 
		

•	 How should we protect and restore meadow and riparian habitat? 

•	 Which areas are a high priority for ecological restoration?							     
		

•	 How can we conserve our limited water supply?

•	 What best management practices must be in place to protect water quality? 

•	 What measures should be taken to continue to protect cultural resource integrity, including 		
	 archeological and ethnographic resources?

	

•	 How can we ensure that people have opportunities to experience quality connections to the 
	 river in ways that are protective of the river?

•	 If the National Park Service were to expand the existing parking inventory, by how much and at 		
	 which locations would be appropriate? 

•	 Would you support bus services along new routes into the park? If there were such services, 		
	 would you use them? Why or why not? 			 

•	 Would you support remote parking and shuttle services? Why or why not? 

•	 If day use vehicular access were to be limited, are day use reservations appropriate?  		
	

•	 Would you support the use of a day use parking/vehicle permit? Does this mean 1) Would you 	
	 use a day use parking/vehicle permit? OR 2)Would you support a day use parking/vehicle permit 	
	 system? 

•	 What types of recreation are appropriate in the river corridor? What is needed to support these 		
	 recreation opportunities?

•	 How can the National Park Service support the current mix of day use and overnight visitation? 

•	 How can we increase the availability of camping while ensuring that river values are protected?

•	 What types of services and amenities are necessary to provide for both resources protection and 		
	 management of user capacity in the Merced Wild and Scenic River corridor? 

•	 How can we consolidate functions to increase the efficiency of administrative land use in       		
	 Yosemite Valley? 

•	 How can we prioritize land use for visitors while still ensuring operational needs associated with 		
	 visitor and resource protection are met? 
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YOUR TOP SEGMENT MANAGEMENT OPTIONS

Please list the top management options you selected for each river segment. If there are actions you would 
add or actions you are not in favor of, please note them. When making your choices, think about whether the 
options work together and if there is a theme or commonality among them.

SEGMENT 2: Yosemite Valley SEGMENT 1: Merced River Above Nevada Fall

SEGMENT 4: El Portal SEGMENT 5, 6, 7 and 8: South Fork Merced River Wawona   
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SEGMENT 1: Merced River Above Nevada Fall
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PUTTING THE PIECES TOGETHER

Please answer the questions below.
Think about what the future looks like in your vision.
What is different? What remains the same?
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Ecological and Natural Resource Values
How do we promote the river’s ability to shape the landscape, reduce 
impediments to free flow, improve geologic/hydrologic process, restore 
flood-plains and meadows, and protect water quality?

Opportunities for Direct Connection to River Values 
How do we support opportunities for people to experience and develop 
direct connections to the Merced and its unique values as a place of cultural 
association, education, recreation, reflection, and inspiration?

Visitor Use Management Program
How do we manage visitor use in a way that balance opportunities for high 
quality, resource-related experiences in the river corridor with the protection 
and enhancement of natural and cultural river values today and into the future?

Land Uses and Associated Developments
What structures and development are appropriate in the 
river corridorand support the protection and enhancement of river values?

Your Vision
Is there a theme or a commonality among your choices? 
Can your suggestions be implemented?  Are they realistic 
and feasible?
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  From:

We value your input. Please fill out 
and tear out the last two pages of this 
workbook and upon completion, fold the 
pages into quarters. Tape edges and mail 
back to Yosemite National Park. 

 To: Superintendent
Yosemite National Park

Attn: Merced River Plan Alternatives
P.O. Box 577

Yosemite, CA 95389
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	Eco1: Discontinue removing large woody debris from the river in high use areas. Instead, move it, but only to the extent necessary to allow for recreational passage and preservation of infrastructure
	Eco4: No comment.
	Eco2: Please see our comment above about LWD management.
	Eco5: No comment.
	Eco3: No comment.
	Cultural1: No comment.
	Cultural2: Paddling should be allowed on the Wild and Scenic Merced in its entirety. It is a Wilderness compliant activity that allows people to connect deeply with the river.
	Visitor1: If parking is expanded, it should include areas for paddlers to park their vehicles at river access areas.
	Visitor4: Yes. Please see our comment letter for more information.  
	Visitor2: If implemented, bus services should accommodate paddlers by providing room for boats (kayaks, canoes, rafts).
	Visitor5: Yes, and any permit issued for floating the river should include parking. 
	Visitor3: It is preferable that boaters have vehicle access to river access areas.  If remote parking and shuttle services are implemented they should provide room for boats.
	Visitor6: Boating is an appropriate use of the entire river corridor.  Lift the ban, build river access in high use areas, and consider permitted use if need be on reaches that exceed user capacity.
	Land1: No Comment.
	Land4: No comment.
	Land2: Allow primitive overnight camping in selected areas on the river corridor, requiring Leave No Trace practices. This would require zero additional infrastructure.  
	Land5: No comment.
	Land3: No comment.
	SEGMENT 2 Yosemite valley: Regarding Issue #18 (Paddling and Floating in Yosemite Valley), we support opening the entire length of the Wild and Scenic Merced River to paddling year-round. We support having a permit system on high-use stretches of the river for both private and commercial activity. It should be noted that a variety of factors, including hydrology, weather and physical challenge will limit use in these areas by default. While the Park may choose to recommend that boaters stay off the river, closing it is unnecessary and paddling should not be prohibited. Additionally, in these high use areas, river access points should be built at appropriate locations to prevent erosion and trampling of vegetation.   

We support a combined version of alternatives 6A and 6B (Large Woody Debris Management). Large woody debris does not need to be removed to ensure safety on high use reaches of the river. Instead it can be moved in a way that keeps the integrity of the ecological function of the river intact. Movement of LWD in this manner would only be necessary to allow for recreational passage and protection of infrastructure in high use areas. Further, removal will only be necessary when movement does not accomplish these goals. We do not support using cables around logs in rivers, as it poses an extreme safety hazard. Additionally, we always think that educating visitors about river use is important, regardless of the situation. 

Regarding Issue 7 (Campsites): Allow primitive overnight camping in selected areas on the river corridor, requiring Leave No Trace practices and zero additional infrastructure. These locations should be designated below the mean high water mark to ensure minimal impact. On other Wild and Scenic Rivers throughout the country, this style of camping is encouraged.    

We support alternative 22A, which provides river access at West of Phono Bridge. This is the location with the best river access and provides for the most complete run on the Merced through Yosemite Valley.  

	SEGMENT 4 El portal: Boating should be allowed on all stretches of the Wild and Scenic Merced River.  
	SEGMENT 1 Merced River Above Nevada Fall_2: Paddling should be allowed on the entire length of the Wild and Scenic Merced River.  Allowing padding in this segment in particular may improve issue #1 (High Encounter Rates on Wilderness Trails), as some people will be experiencing part of the Merced Wild and Scenic corridor from the river.  This will reduce the number of people on the trail at any given time.  Further, if boaters are allowed to camp in primitive sites along the river, using Leave No Trace principles, campground use levels may also decline overall.  Paddlers would be subject to the same backcountry permitting requirements as hikers/backpackers.  Paddling is a Wilderness compliant activity, and opening the river to paddling throughout the Wilderness Area will bring it into compliance with the Wilderness Act. 
	SEGMENT 5 6 7 and 8 South Fork Merced River Wawona: Paddling on the South Merced below Wawona is currently allowed. In our view, this provides an excellent model of how paddling can be managed throughout the park.  Paddling is open, there is no management of LWD, there is no specific infrastructure needed for paddlers, and there is no indication that additional management is necessary. This is one of the most popular Class V boating opportunities in the region, and things are working well. As a result, we support management option 31A (continuing to allow paddling without management of LWD).  
	Ecological and Natural Resource Values: Removing large woody debris from rivers is not necessary to ensure boating safety and is excessive management. Instead, LWD can be moved in high use stretches only, and be moved in a way that keeps the integrity of the ecological function of the river intact. Movement of LWD in this manner is only necessary to allow for recreational passage and protection of infrastructure in some cases. Further, removal will only be necessary when movement does not accomplish these goals
	Visitor Use Management: 
	Direct Conneciton to River Values: Allow paddling on the entire length of the Wild and Scenic Merced River all year long. Resource values should be protected, and where there is high visitor use, it should be managed accordingly.  
	Your Vision: Open the entire length of the Wild and Scenic Merced River to boating all year! Resource values can be protected, and high use areas can be managed through a permitting system.  This vision can be implemented and it is realistic and feasible.  
	Land Uses and Associated Developments: 
	Return Address: 


